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Suggested reading: 



There is No Meaning without Context 
 

Faith Means Trust, Not Belief 
 

The Bible is Not the Word of God; Jesus Is 
 

Jesus was a Jew, Not a Christian 
 

Read the Bible Critically, Not Literally 
 

Jesus’ Miracles are Prologue, Not Proof 
 

My Religion and God are Violent 



Read the assignment. 
 
 
Now, really READ the assignment. 
 

1. Break down its parts. 
 

2. Identify the specific requests/requirements. 
 
3. Write them down for future reference. 

Correctly Interpret an Assignment 



(Markins 2) 



(Markins  2) 



Because the assignment calls for reading the book, we must 
presume we need to use the book in the essay as a source. *  

* In fact, after reading the rest of the assignment, we should presume this is a very 
important element of the essay and the class, so we should refer to it several times.  

(Markins  2) 



In higher education, this means the essay itself must run to the 
very bottom of page three . 

(Markins  2) 



So there are two parts: how I understand theology and how I see theology at work in 
my work.  It’s not just about any pastor, but me, so I must write my perspective.* 

* So I have to use “I”, discuss what I think and feel, discuss my church(es) by name and 
the specific work I do (we do) there, and also what I think about and learn from the book. 

(Markins  2) 



This paper is based on the book, An Intro to Xian Theology 
 
The essay itself (my paragraphs) should be 3 full pages long 
 
There are two topics: theology AND role in my ministry 
 
 
I probably need to write at least some of this essay from the first 
person perspective (“I”) because half of it is about my experience.  
 
The first part, about theology itself, could be in first or third person. 

THINKING THROUGH THE ASSIGNMENT… 



Now let’s look at those online documents I was supposed to read (2 
of them) and optionally use (1 of them)… because it was part of the 
assignment, if for no other reason.  





MLA ESSAY FORMAT GUIDE 



So, yeah. That’s a ten page document 
describing how to format an essay in this MLA 
style thing. It’s very detailed and will help me 
set up the paper. Also, I can model it because 
it has an introduction that briefs me on the 
rest of the paper, a body content that follows 
the introduction, and a conclusion that truly 
sums up the essay.  
 
And, wait, I just say this: it is in MLA style 
format. Cool. An example. 



COS   ESSAY   TEMPLATE 









Even cooler. The writing instructor has even 
formatted the essay for me. All I have to do is 
erase what he’s typed, replace it with mine, 
and I’m good. 
 
The only real concern is citations and the 
Works Cited page, but I can get that on that 
OWL website he talked about in the 10 page 
paper and even the “cheat sheet” from the 
COS  Handbook. 
 
He’s an angel, he is. 



I. INTRODUCTION 
A. Lead-In 
B. General Information 
C. Thesis Statement (Specific Essay Topic) 
D. Identification of Specific Aspects/Subtopics 

II.   BODY SECTION 1: Aspect/Subtopic 1 
A. Transitional Lead-In 
B. Specific  Information 
C. Source Support 
D. Thoughts on Source Information 

III. BODY SECTION 2: Aspect/Subtopic 2 
Same Structure as above 

IV.  BODY SECTION 3: Aspect/Subtopic 3 
Same Structure as above 

V. CONCLUSION 
A. Transitional Lead-In 
B. Summation of Essay (recalling thesis I-C) 
C. Final Thoughts , etc. 

  Could be more body sections 
depending on # of subtopics 

  Catches readers attention: teaser, story, quote, etc. 

Refers to a word   
phrase or sentence 
that connects 
previous paragraph 
to this one 



(Robbins  1) 



Okay, that’s gonna make the essay  easier, 
now that I don’t have to think about 
arguments and what not. 
 
 
Now it’s time to address the MLA Works 
Cited. I’m gonna search this OWL website and 
see if there’s an MLA guide… 



MLA Format 2016 Update 



             What is “Works Cited”? 
 
It’s a page at the end of your essay 
that lists the sources you have used 
in the essay.  You may remember 
another term for this: bibliography 
or reference page. It appears in 
alphabetical order based on the first 
word of the entry, called “the 
keyword”. *Remember “KEYWORD” 



Works Cited Page 





Okay, I see that the OWL going to cover everything I 
need to know. 
 
And after I make the Works Cited entries, the 
parenthetical citations (where I insert source info into 
my essay after quotes and paraphrases) is going to be 
that much easier.  
 
I already know the basic format is (Keyword #). 
I also know the Keyword is the first word on the WC 
page for that source AND that the # is where I put page 
or page range. (And if it’s an online web source without 
original page numbers, I just add “par” to signal 
“paragraph” and count the paragraph number.) 



External and Internal 



The very moment you know what sources you will be using, gather all of  
the information below: 
 
Author. 
Title of source. 
Title of container, 
Other contributors, 
Version, 
Number, 
Publisher, 
Publication date, 
Location. 
 
NOTE: The New Edition of the MLA Handbook simplifies the Works Cited  
page (the source information) to that listed above.  It also simplifies  the  
punctuation patterns.  The punctuation above is the new pattern. 



Author Formatting 
Lastname, Firstname. 
Lastname, Firstname and Firstname Lastname. 
Lastname, Firstname et al. 

 

 
Title of Source Formatting 

Italics: books and websites 
Quotation Marks: periodicals, songs, poems, short stories, chapters, 
sections, television episode 
 

 
Container Title Formatting 

Because this is a larger work from which a smaller source is pulled, the 
container’s title is italicized. 
Examples:  books, periodicals, albums, anthologies, television series, 
websites 
 
Containers within containers: in some cases, there’s a larger container, like a 
network website on which you watch an episode of a tv show or a database 
of periodicals.  These also appear in italics.  



Other Contributors 
If other people assisted in the source presentation and they deserve credit, 
they should be listed after the container.  
Examples: editors, translators, illustrators 
After the title or container (if there is one), introduce the contributor with 
the appropriate phrase: 
Edited by Firstname Lastname     Translated by       Illustrated by 

 

 

Version 
If you are using an edition or version, be sure to provide the info after the 
title or container (or other contributors). 
Examples:  New Revised Standard Version,  4th ed. 
 
 

 Number 
Include this info if the muli-volume book or journal volume and issue number 
are present. 
Example:  vol. 4, no. 3       season 5, episode 7 



Publisher 
Depending on how much info you have already based on the type of source 
used, this info follows the title or container or version or number.  For 
books, this is name of the publication house/company.  For web-based 
sources, this is the name of the website publisher (if the same as the 
website, you don’t need to repeat it).  For a periodical, this is the group who 
published it. 
 
Example: the local newspaper in Huntington WV is The Herald-Dispatch.  The 
publisher for both print and online versions is HD Media Company, LLC. 
 
Example: the original Star Wars trilogy was published by Lucasfilm and 
Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corporation. 
 
Example: The Holy Bible, New International Version, is published by Biblica, 
Inc. 
 
Example: Bible Gateway is published by The Zondervan Corporation, LLC. 



Publication Date 
If it’s a book, it’s a year. 
 
If it’s an article in a newspaper or a website, it’s usually got an actual day of 
the month and year date.   
 
A movie made for the big screen takes a year.  If it’s a made-for-tv special or 
an episode, it takes a day of the month and year. 
 
NOTE:  In MLA format, the extended date is presented as Day Month Year. 
Examples:  10 May 2015       24 Dec. 1977 
 
 

Location 
Essay in a book or article in a journal: page number(s) 
Online work: may include original information (such as above) but MUST 
include the URL (the link to the source), such as 
www.stephenking.com/the_author. 
 
   

http://www.stephenking.com/the_author


OPTIONAL 
 

Original Date of Publication 
 
If you think this is important, include it.  An example would be a book 
published in 1945 and republished in 2016 with no changes, just a new print. 
Put the original date right after the title (or title and container). 

 
 

City of Publication 
It’s not required anymore, but you can include it if you want.  Do so before 
the publication date. 
 

Date of Access 
Again, no longer required, but recommended by MLA, you can add the date 
you accessed the website at the very end of the listing (following the URL). 
Begin with the word Accessed, as in Accessed 17 Mar. 2017. 
 
   







Am I using a direct quote from the text as written by the author(s)? 
 
Am I writing it in my own words (paraphrasing)? 
 
Am I quoting something that the author(s) quoted (something by someone else)? 
 
Is this a print source? If so, what page number(s) am I referencing? 
 
Is this an e-book/Kindle edition? If so, what location point(s) am I referencing? 
 
Is this a pdf, ppt, or doc file downloaded from the web? Does it have original page 
numbers? 
 
Is this an article/passage I found on a website? Does it have original page numbers? 
 
If this is a performance piece (audio/video version of a movie, show, song, podcast), 
what are the timestamps for the referenced material? 



Modern Language Association 
Documentation / Format Style 



The Works Cited Page 
Basic Entries 

Book 
 
Author Lastname, Firstname. Title. Publisher, Year.  
 
 

Webpage 
 
Author Lastname, Firstname. “Webpage.” Website, Publisher, Pub Date, URL. 
 
 

Personal Interview 
 

Interviewee Lastname, Firstname. Personal Interview. Date. 
 



The Works Cited Page: Advanced Entries 

Book 
2 authors: Author Last, First and 2nd First Last. [rest is same as regular book]  
 
No author: Title. [rest is same as regular book] 
 
 

BIBLE 
Title. Ed. Name, [rest is same as regular book] 
 
 

Work in Anthology Book (Article, Short story, Poem) 
 
Original Author. “Title.” Anthology Title. Ed. Name, Publisher, Year. Page(s). 
 

 
Multiple Works in Same Anthology 

 
Editor Last, First ed. Title. [rest is same as regular book] 



Magazine/News Article on a Webpage. 
 
Author Last, First. “Article.” Website, Publisher, Date, URL, Access Date. 
 
 

Song 
 
Lastname, Firstname. “Title.” Album, Publisher, Date.   OR 
Lastname, Firstname. “Title.” Album, Publisher, Date, URL, Access Date. 
 

Film 
 
Title. Directed by Name, performance(s) by Name (and Name or Name, Name, and 
 Name),  Company, Date.  
 
 

TV Episode 
 

“Ep Title.” Show Title, writers, performers, season #, episode #,  Publisher(s), Date.  



Examples of Works Cited Entries 

Gonzalez, Justo L. and Zaida Maldonado Perez. An Introduction to   

         Christian Theology. Abingdon Press, 2011.  

“Romans 5.” Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version.  

          BibleGateway. The Zondervan Corporation, LLC, 2017,  

           [URL], 08 Mar 2013. 

Smith, Jane. Personal interview. 18 Feb 2013. 



Citations follow immediately on the heels of a quote or paraphrase.   If 
quote, then after “end quotes” but before punctuation.  If paraphrase, 
then after “end punctuation” after entire paraphrase. 
 
Basic book:   (Keyword pg#)  First word on WC page entry (Casey 27) 
 Multiple pages: (Casey 250-251) 
 
Basic web:  (Keyword)  Usually no page number   (Epstein) 
  
 
Basic Kindle: (Keyword)  unless it has original print version page #s. 



 
After first use of a source, if no interceding other texts, just cite #: 
(29). 
 
If other texts intercede, revert back to using keyword… 
 
Example:  Fdsa lkf ja  sdfl;j sd  fa;  lkdfj  (Casey 27).  Dslk  fjsdf  lks  
dfs  lkdf  (250-251). Sdfl  kas asld   fj a  sdlfk  jsad as dlfkj (Epstein). 
Sad  flk  asd;lkj a  sdiwoe   weoi (Casey 302). Sdf;kj   weion  asflkw  
e aowia asiosa (45) 
 



THE BIBLE 
 
If you refer to the Bible source in your paper right before your 
quote, simply use the Keyword of Book followed by Chapter and 
Verse: (John 3.16)    
 
If you did not mention the Bible source, use it in cite: 
(NRSV  John 3.16) 
 
If you referred to Bible book in essay, just use Chap.Verse: (3.16) 
 
If you use multiple Bible versions/translations, make sure you 
continually use source abbreviation in citations. 



• Always introduce material from sources 
 

• Ensure the reader knows who/where information 
comes from at the start via keywords from the WC 
entry (that there is digression from “your” or 
another source’s perspective) 

 

• the citation note at the end will show them where 
source leaves off, so the “intro” helps “book-end” 
the section that “does not belong” to writer 



According to the writers of Job (Holy Bible: NRSV)… 

 

Jane Doe explains this mistake in translation, 
suggesting that… 

 

In reading the Bible Commentary, we find that there 
are several interpretations… 

 

Although Author’s point is a strong one, John 
Smith’s take on the passage’s meaning is also 
important. In “Title”, he says that… 



     According to the writers of Job (Holy Bible: 
NRSV), the character Job asks, “What is my 
strength that I should wait? ... Is my strength 
the strength of stones?” (6.11-12). 

 

 

    The authors of An Introduction to Christian 
Theology acknowledge that “when we declare 
that theology is ‘the discipline that studies 
God,’ we have not said much” (Gonzalez and 
Perez 9). 





I. Introduction (one to two paragraphs) 

     A. Lead-in: a catchy story, example or question 

     B. General explanation of subject of essay 

     C. Thesis statement (determination of main topic) 

     D. Breakdown of Essay (key points in the body parts) 

II. Body  1 (one or more paragraphs) 

     A. Re-identify breakdown keypoint part 1(transitional statement) 

     B. Give details regarding body part 1 (source and your interpretation/response) 

     C. Offer support (evidence) for body part 1 (from you or other source) 

III. Body 2 (Models Body 1) 

IV. Body 3 (Models Body 1) 

V. Conclusion 

     A. Briefly note of any other “oppositional” readings/takes (source) 

     B. Reinforcement of the subject (summary of essay) 

     C. Note of any further insights or suggestions (from you or source) 



Review this slide show then apply what you 

have learned. The next slide offers the 

assignment, so READ it and break it down. 

What are the specific requirements?  

What/how are you supposed to write? 

Then, engage the sources, which are provided.  

NOTE: FOR PRACTICE SAKE ONLY. NOT A REAL ASSIGNMENT. 



Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-9  in three versions 

or translations and write a 3-4 page essay 

discussing how this passage may be 

interpreted to reflect the United Methodist 

doctrine concerning baptism in comparison 

with that of two other denominations.  

Use three other sources of your choice. 



Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-9  in three versions 

or translations and write a 3-4 page essay 

discussing how this passage may be 

interpreted to reflect the United Methodist 

doctrine concerning baptism in comparison 

with that of two other denominations.  

Use three other sources of your choice. 



Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-9  in three versions 

or translations and write a 3-4 page essay 

discussing how this passage may be 

interpreted to reflect the United Methodist 

doctrine concerning baptism in comparison 

with that of two other   denominations.  

Use three other sources of your choice. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



That’s 6 sources: 1 Corinthians  in three versions and three 
others  sources (one should probably have UM Doctrine in it 
… on baptism … and the others could be from the other 
denominations).  Three full pages to four full pages (plus the 
Works Cited page). The paper has at least four parts: 
presentation/interpretation of scripture from three 
translations, scripture relevance to UM Doctrine of baptism, 
comparison to first other denomination, comparison to 
second other denomination.   (Oh, wait. Yeah. I just thought 
of something.  Maybe I could make it easier by figuring out 
which Bible versions are accepted/preferred by the other 
denominations I choose, and then I can discuss why those 
other versions may influence doctrine.) 



1 Corinthians 3:1-9. CEB 

Brothers and sisters, I couldn’t talk to you like spiritual people but 
like unspiritual people, like babies in Christ. I gave you milk to drink 
instead of solid food, because you weren’t up to it yet. Now you 
are still not up to it because you are still unspiritual. When 
jealousy and fighting exist between you, aren’t you unspiritual and 
living by human standards? When someone says, “I belong to 
Paul,” and someone else says, “I belong to Apollos,” aren’t you 
acting like people without the Spirit? After all, what is Apollos? 
What is Paul? They are servants who helped you to believe. Each 
one had a role given to them by the Lord. I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God made it grow. The one who plants and the one 
who waters work together, but each one will receive their own 
reward for their own labor. We are God’s coworkers, and you are 
God’s field, God’s building. 



1 Corinthians 3:1-9, KJV 
And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as 
unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, 
and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither 
yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is 
among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, 
and walk as men? For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I 
am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave 
to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. Now he that 
planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall 
receive his own reward according to his own labour. For we are 
labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's 
building. 



1 Corinthians 3:1-9, NRSV  
And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual 
people, but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed 
you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. 
Even now you are still not ready, for you are still of the flesh. For as 
long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of 
the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? For when 
one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are 
you not merely human? What then is Apollos? What is Paul? 
Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to 
each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So 
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but 
only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one 
who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages 
according to the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working 
together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 



1 Corinthians 3: 6-8: Focus on Baptism Symbolism  

I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God 
made it grow. The 
one who plants 
and the one who 
waters work 
together, but each 
one will receive 
their own reward 
for their own 
labor. 
CEB 

 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase. So then neither is he 
that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth; but God that giveth the 
increase. Now he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one: and every man 
shall receive his own reward according to 
his own labour. I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the growth. So 
neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God 
who gives the growth. The one who 
plants and the one who waters have a 
common purpose, and each will receive 
wages according to the labor of each. KJV 

I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God 
gave the growth. So 
neither the one who 
plants nor the one 
who waters is 
anything, but only 
God who gives the 
growth. The one who 
plants and the one 
who waters have a 
common purpose, and 
each will receive 
wages according to 
the labor of each. 
NRSV 



Okay.  So that’s a start on a possible essay … or a sermon.  (Hey, 
maybe I will take another class one day that asks a question like this 
or maybe I will compare our beliefs in a sermon or bible study.  
Hmm… I think I will keep this slideshow topic handy.) 
 
Let’s talk transitions. 
 
What?  Wait! Did you notice that “hard switch” between the 
practice essay and identifying the next topic?  It’s sort of like flipping 
a light on and off.  Sometimes we see it in TV shows, movies, or 
books, where we think the writer/director must’ve cut something 
out because it shifted too quickly.  We notice that because we like 
smooth transitions, but do we notice we sometimes do it in our 
papers, too?  Well, we do. And those hard shifts or switches will 
throw the reader into a spin.  So let’s think about how to craft some 
phrases to ease the transitions. 



• Keeps an essay flowing between paragraphs 
for topic shifts or explanations 
 

• Helps reiterate the structure imposed in 
introduction 
 

• Ensures the reader is “on the same page” with 
writer, not getting “lost” in the writer’s deep 
thought or consumed by dismissal 



• The first important aspect of [subject] is…  

• A great example of [aspect] in action 
happened when… [tell a story]. 

• Although [aspect] is a great fundamental part, 
the [subject] itself is defined by[2nd aspect]. 
[explain, provide source, or tell story]. 

• At this point, it should be obvious that [topic] 
has many important aspects. However, there 
are a few key facets that apply to [situation]. 



The first important aspect of trinity is what we refer to as “God 
the Father”. The parent aspect of God.  A great example of God 
as parent in action happened right at the beginning, when 
Yahweh first created all things, walked and talked with Adam & 
Eve, and then scolded/disciplined them when they acted bad. 
Although God as Parent is a fundamental part, the trinity itself 
is defined moreso for Christians by Yeshua ben Joseph, the Son 
of God we call Jesus.  This child of God brought the  human 
element with him (the tendency to stray through emotions), 
but he exampled staying on track, doing the right thing, and 
relying on his Parent. [Pretend I write about the Holy Spirit for 
a minute.] At this point, it should be obvious that the triune 
nature of God has many important aspects. However, there are 
a few key facets that apply to what’s going on in this UMYF 
group at AnyWho UMC. Your mentors are good examples; ask 
them for help.  Do your best to model them. Be filled. 



Okay, so I kind of dropped the ball 
there at the end.  It got choppy.  I 
admit it.  But I hope you get the 
point:  we can the language to 
explain to help transition from one 
thing to the next. 



One more quick thing as our time 
draws to a close.  A wise mentor 
once told me that everything we 
write or say is an argument. Yes, 
that’s right. Because we always try 
to prove or convince or persuade, 
even when we don’t realize we do. 



When we tell someone something, 
when we declare that something is 
something, we are arguing that 
that something is something. 
 
Pick up a rock, describe it to a kid: 
This is a porous sponge rock with 
lichen on it. The lichen or moss is 
green and white. 



The kid is learning from you. If the kid believes you, 
the kid bought your argument. You didn’t fight, but 
you used your authority to teach something that we 
all hold at face value.  You may not think the image of 
a rock is a convincing, persuasive business, but what if 
the person is blind or impaired and some other 
teacher told them the rock was hard and the moss 
was brown? 
Yep.  Two sets of eyes and hands, two interpretations.  
Earth is flat/globular? Baptism is for adults/everyone? 
Everything is an argument. 



Every shaver 
 

    now can snore 
 

          six more minutes 
 

              than before 
    

                        by using  
 

                   Burma-Shave! 



That’s an argument too, convincing 
you that a particular product brings 
the best shaving experience to you 
and it’s shorter shaving, so you can 
sleep in longer. 
        If you don’t try it, how will you 
know? 
        So you buy it. 
That’s business and marketing.  



ARGUMENTATION 
 
• Attempts to CONVINCE someone else of something 
 
• Starts with ISSUE that sparks or may spark debate 
 
• Gives REASON(S) or CLAIM (broken into SUBCLAIMS) 
why we choose to look at something in one way 
 
• Provides EVIDENCE to support reasons  (Personal 
Experience, Quotes, Facts, Scholarly Writing, other) 



• Sometimes offers at least one REASON/ EVIDENCE 
for the OTHER SIDE (another point of view on the 
ISSUE) but then DISPROVES it 
 
• Sometimes offers a FLAW in the argument or one of 
the reasons (something a reader might conceive of 
differently) then ACCEPTS or DISPROVES it 
 
Doesn’t have to be a traditional argument; it could be 
a simple proposition: “This is how theology impacts 
my ministry.” The argument is in convincing the reader 
that you are fulfilling the assignment. 



The Rhetorical Wheel 
• Credible 

• Rational 

• Authentic 

• Reliable 

• Impassioned 

 

LPE 

A good writer uses a well proportioned combination of logos (logic), pathos 
(emotion), and ethos (ethic/principle) in their writing so that the reader 
continues to stay in it with the writer, to believe the writer, and to trust that the 
writer is using everything in her/his power to write a strong, true, unflinching, 
powerful, and inclusive essay, sermon, poem, story, etc. 



When in doubt, phone a friend or writing coach  
 
… and don’t forget to get online and hoot at the 
 
 
 
(Purdue’s online writing lab, remember) because it knows 
as much as I do.  So try to figure it out on your own, then 
 
 
 
try the OWL, and if you are still have issues, drop me a 
line at logosian1@gmail.com. 
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